Press release

Dancing Buddhist monks bring taste of 

Tibet to Brighton
World Sacred Music Festival 2011: Soul Journey
A troupe of eight Tibetan monks with crashing cymbals, long horns, amazing traditional costumes and ceremonial masks return to Brighton to headline this year’s World Sacred Music Festival, which will take place 2-16 October.

The Monks of Tashi Lhunpo Monastery, who won the hearts of Brighton residents in 2006, will give a stunning performance of sound, song and dance at Sallis Benney Theatre on Friday 7 October. They will also spend a week painstakingly creating a giant sand mandala – an exquisite ceremonial painting of coloured sand – which they will then destroy in a ritual that symbolises the impermanence of our existence.

The festival, with the theme SOUL JOURNEY, spans the mountains of Tibet, the streets of Pakistan, the villages of West Africa and Bengal, and our own beautiful South Downs.
Highlights include:
· Sufi minstrel SAIN ZAHOOR – BBC World Music Award winning wandering minstrel from Pakistan, with his ensemble of singers and musicians (Sun 2 October)

· Environmental arts group RED EARTH present CHALK – a unique performance journey at Wolstonbury Hill to celebrate the new South Downs National Park (Sat 8 and Sun 9 October)

· A night of African kora music – showcase of UK-based masters of the 21-string African harp, including Seckou Keita and Kadialy Kouyate (Sat 15 October)

· Taste of Tagore – celebrating the 150th anniversary of the great Bengali poet and artist Rabindranath Tagore with songs, poems and dance-drama (Sun 16 October)
Cont/
For full programme details and booking information see our website www.worldsacredmusic.org where you can also join our mailing list.

Tickets can be purchased in advance online at  <http://www.worldsacredmusic.org> 

in person from Resident, 28 Kensington Gardens, Brighton BN1 4AL or by phone 01273 606312.


For press enquiries please contact: 

Kate Whyman on 07766 686259 or kate@worldsacredmusic.org   
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